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I have been to the Boundary Waters a couple times once on a week long
canoeing and camping trip. While I was there I wondered how and why the area
became a protected wilderness. So when it came time to pick a topic this year, I chose
to research the controversy surrounding the Boundary Waters. I was curious about it
and liked the fact that it had something to do with my home state of Minnesota.
I started by doing some simple research first on my topic to find out the timeline
and what happened. I wanted to do an interview with someone who knew the topic well.
I emailed the Sierra Club, an organization that had involvement the legislation in the
1970s. It also happened that their office is in my neighborhood. They put me in contact
with Kevin Proescholdt who is the CoAuthor of a book about the creation of the
Boundary Waters: Troubled Waters and had involvement with passing the BWCA
legislation in the 1970s. I just so happened that he lives less than a mile a way from
where I live so we set up a time to do a video interview. In the meantime before I
interviewed him I read Troubled Waters to get a better understanding of the topic and
how Kevin fit into that. The interview went great. I then I was able to start doing more
deep research based on things he had talked about.
I have been making videos since I was two! It was a natural choice for me to
make a documentary. I knew there were a lot of beautiful pictures of the Boundary
Waters that had been taken over the years that I could use. There was enough media
available that I could use it, and I was passionate about it, so it was just a matter of
creating a script and putting it together. Also I already made an NHD documentary in
middle school so I knew the process.
The controversy over the BWCA legislation relates to this year's theme of Conflict
and Compromise very well. The conflict of the environmentalists who wanted the area
preserved as wilderness vs. the some of the local people who wanted multiple use of
the area was very bitter and divided. But in the end there was a compromise that was
made in the legislation. Some of the local people are still upset with what that
compromise was and they feel it was shoved down their throats but it was a
compromise, motor boats are still allowed in some areas of the wilderness but with
limited wake. It was a very contentious debate that was resolved with the passing of the
BWCA act but the tension and balance that comes with most conflicts is still alive today.
It’s been a great honor to have the opportunity to go to National History Day. I
worked hard to make my project the best it can be, which included doing more research
and interviews.
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