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Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society  
Mondale-Quie Essay Contest 

 
The Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society, with the support of the Minnesota Chapter of 
the American Board of Trial Advocates and the Civil Litigation Section of the Minnesota State 
Bar Association, is sponsoring an essay contest that is open to Minnesota high school juniors 
and seniors.  Students have an opportunity to compete for scholarships as they examine the 
role of the judiciary in our society. 

Mondale-Quie Essay Contest Issue for 2017-2018: 

It has been 25 years since the United States Supreme Court’s decision in R.A.V. v. St. Paul.  In 
1992, R.A.V., a seventeen year-old, burned a cross on the lawn of an African American family in 
the Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood of St. Paul.  R.A.V. was charged and convicted under the St. 
Paul Bias-Motivated Crime Ordinance which provided, “Whoever places on public or private 
property a symbol, object, appellation, characterization or graffiti, including, but not limited to, a 
burning cross or Nazi swastika, which one knows or has reasonable grounds to know arouses 
anger, alarm or resentment in others on the basis of race, color, creed, religion or gender 
commits disorderly conduct and shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.” 

R.A.V. appealed his conviction to the Minnesota Court of Appeals, the Minnesota Supreme 
Court, and eventually the United States Supreme Court.  He argued that the ordinance violated 
his First Amendment Rights.   

The First Amendment states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.”  The United States Supreme Court ruled the St. Paul ordinance invalid 
under the First Amendment because “...it prohibits otherwise permitted speech solely on the 
basis of the subjects the speech addresses...” In invalidating the ordinance, the United States 
Supreme Court concluded, “...Let there be no mistake about our belief that burning a cross in 
someone’s front yard is reprehensible. But St. Paul has sufficient means at its disposal to 
prevent such behavior without adding the First Amendment to the fire.”   

Question to be answered:  The question of whether, and how, to regulate hate speech 
continues to be a challenge.  In the education context, many college campuses face the 
question of whether they should allow speakers whose views might be considered offensive to 
some.  Looking at the United State Supreme Court’s opinion in R.A.V., how do you reconcile 
free speech rights under the First Amendment with the desire to promote respect for all? 
Provide examples and reasons for your conclusion.    
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Important Dates: 
 
Online Contest Registration Begins:    November 17, 2017 
Online Essay Submission Deadline:    February 20, 2018 
Announcement of Winners:    March 30, 2018 
Awards Luncheon:    May 4, 2018 (Tent.) 
 
The winners will be announced via email and online at https://mncourthistory.wildapricot.org/Essay-
Contest. 
 
Awards will be distributed before the close of the school year at an awards ceremony or via U.S. 
mail if winners are unable to attend the awards ceremony. 

 

What is the Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society? 
The Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society (MSCHS) was founded by lawyers, educators, 
judges, and other legal professionals who have a deep and abiding interest in the history of this 
State and the profound role that Minnesota's courts have played in that history.  Our mission is to 
collect, preserve, and promote Minnesota's judicial history and to serve the interests of the bench 
and bar, the academic community, and the general public through educational programs, 
publications, and support of scholarly research. 

Contest Objective  
High school juniors and seniors must prepare to engage in everyday civil society where significant 
issues involving historical and constitutional issues arise; therefore, the Mondale-Quie Essay 
Contest issue has been developed to: 

• Provide high school students with an understanding of the judiciary, including its role in 
society; 

• Engage high school teachers and students in the exploration of the role of the judiciary in 
their lives; and 

• Challenge high school students to strengthen their analytic and writing skills. 

Eligibility 
Minnesota high school students in grades 11 and 12 who attend a public or private school 
(including charter and alternative-learning programs) or who are home schooled in Minnesota are 
eligible to apply.   
 
 
  



 

 

3 
4834-4968-4305\3 

 
ESSAY REQUIREMENTS 

 
ANY ENTRY THAT DOES NOT CONFORM TO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS 

MAY BE DISQUALIFIED. 
 

Format  
• Type essay in English — free from spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors.  
• Use Arial or Times New Roman font, 12-point  
• Double-space essay with 1” margins – top, bottom, right, and left.  
• Place essay title on first page, top center  
• Include your first and last name and page number on all pages, top right. 

 

Length  
The essay must be between 750 and 1,250 words.  Report the number of words used at the end 
of your essay text, prior to the bibliography or works-cited page.  
 
Word count does not include the bibliography or works-cited page, nor works cited in footnotes, if 
footnotes are used.  
 
To obtain essay word count without the number of words used in the bibliography or works cited, 
highlight essay text only, go to computer word-count tool (under tools on computer tool bar).  The 
word-count tool will read only the highlighted words.  
 

Bibliography – Works Cited  
A minimum of four books, academic journals, news magazines, newspapers, court cases, 
summaries of court cases, government documents or publications are required for 
research on this year's assigned topic.  With the exception of the Lesson Plans for Teachers, 
all of the resource suggestions on page 5 are acceptable.  You are not required to use, nor are 
you limited to, the resource suggestions on page 5.    
 
A bibliography or works-cited page is required to identify research sources and should follow the 
Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines.  For more information, refer to the MLA 
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition at 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01.  (Click on links in left column for more in-depth 
instruction.)   
 
Research should include sources that examine more than one side of the issue.  General 
encyclopedias (e.g., Wikipedia, Britannica, Americana, World Book) are unacceptable resources.  
Reputable free web sources may be used only to obtain primary source materials (i.e. Internet 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01
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Modern History Sourcebook), and the bibliography or works cited must list the primary document 
source as the reference.  
 
Online databases that index reference books, journals, magazines and newspapers are valid 
sources and must be cited according to the Modern Language Association’s guidelines.  See 
again: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01.   
 
The bibliography or works-cited page should be on a separate page at the conclusion of 
the essay.    
 
  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01
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RESOURCE SUGGESTIONS 

Below are resources that you may, but are not required to, consider. You are not limited to these 
resources. 
 
 
U.S. Constitution, First Amendment  
The First Amendment states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.”  
 
Cases 
 
R.A.V. v. St. Paul, 505 U.S. 377 (1992), 
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/505/377/case.html 
 
Wisconsin v. Mitchell, 508 U.S. 47 (1993), https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/92-515.ZO.html  
 
Virginia v. Black, 538 U.S. 343 (2003), http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-
court/537/465.html  
 
“R.A.V. v. St. Paul.”  Oyez,   
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1991/90-7675 

“R.A.V. v. St. Paul.”  Global Freedom of Expression Columbia University, 
https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/cases/r-v-v-city-st-paul/ 

Supreme Court Decisions (R.A.V. v. St. Paul, Wisconsin v. Mitchell, Virginia v. Black, and 
Snyder v. Phelps) See Attachment A.   

“Should Hate Be Outlawed?”  Constitutional Rights Foundation, http://www.crf-usa.org/school-
violence/should-hate-be-outlawed.html 

 

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/505/377/case.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/92-515.ZO.html
http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/537/465.html
http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/537/465.html
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1991/90-7675
https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/cases/r-v-v-city-st-paul/
http://www.crf-usa.org/school-violence/should-hate-be-outlawed.html
http://www.crf-usa.org/school-violence/should-hate-be-outlawed.html
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Books 

Cleary, Edward J., Beyond the Burning Cross:  The First Amendment and the Landmark R.A.V. 
Case.  Random House, 1994.   

Articles 

Huhn, Wilson R. “Cross Burning as Hate Speech Under the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution.”  Amsterdam Law Forum, 
http://amsterdamlawforum.org/article/view/103/184.  
 
Greenhouse, Linda.  “An Intense Attack by Justice Thomas on Cross-Burning.”  New York 
Times, 12 Dec. 2002, http://www.nytimes.com/2002/12/12/us/an-intense-attack-by-justice-
thomas-on-cross-burning.html  

“Students in Action:  Debating the ‘Mighty Constitutional Opposites’ ” American Bar Association,  
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/students_in_action/de
bate_hate.html 
 
Collins, Bob, “At the U of M, a lesson in free speech.” Minnesota Public Radio, 3 Oct. 2016, 
https://blogs.mprnews.org/newscut/2016/10/at-the-u-of-m-a-lesson-in-free-speech/   
 
Cho, Shine “State of the First Amendment? Many Americans Say It Shouldn’t Protect Divisive 
Campus Speakers, Hate Speech on Social Media.”  Student Press Center, 30 June 2017, 
http://www.splc.org/article/2017/06/newseum-first-amendment-2017-survey  
 
Cleary, Edward J. “From St. Paul in 1992 to campuses today: The continuing fight for free 
speech.”  Start Tribune, 3 June 2017,  
http://www.startribune.com/from-st-paul-1992-to-campuses-today-the-continuing-fight-for-free-
speech/426025783/?stfeature=S  

 
Video  
 
“Poll: Millennials Want to Ban Offensive Speech.”  YouTube, uploaded by The Young Turks, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlM2iyCf2uo 
 
  

http://amsterdamlawforum.org/article/view/103/184
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/12/12/us/an-intense-attack-by-justice-thomas-on-cross-burning.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/12/12/us/an-intense-attack-by-justice-thomas-on-cross-burning.html
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/students_in_action/debate_hate.html
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/students_in_action/debate_hate.html
https://blogs.mprnews.org/newscut/2016/10/at-the-u-of-m-a-lesson-in-free-speech/
http://www.splc.org/article/2017/06/newseum-first-amendment-2017-survey
http://www.startribune.com/from-st-paul-1992-to-campuses-today-the-continuing-fight-for-free-speech/426025783/?stfeature=S
http://www.startribune.com/from-st-paul-1992-to-campuses-today-the-continuing-fight-for-free-speech/426025783/?stfeature=S
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlM2iyCf2uo
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Lesson Plans for Teachers (Not for Use in Essay Contest) 
 
Study.Com 
What causes a student to commit a hate crime? Victims are often targeted due to multicultural 
bias and prejudices that reflect what has been widely debated by society. Outside forces will 
surely influence our students, but there are steps schools and teachers can take to prevent hate 
crimes. 
http://study.com/academy/lesson/preventing-hate-crimes-creating-a-safe-school-
environment.html 
 
 
Study.Com 
After you complete this lesson, you will understand what constitutes a hate crime. You will 
review recent changes to federal hate crime laws and look at several example scenarios of 
various types of hate crimes. 
http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-a-hate-crime-definition-statistics-examples.html 
 
 
Teaching Civics, The First Amendment, available at  
http://teachingcivics.org/?s=First+Amendment 
 
 
American Constitution Society for Law and Policy, The Constitution in the Classroom, available 
at http://www.acslaw.org/conclass#Curricula    
 
American Bar Association, 25 Great Lessons Plans for Constitution Day, available at 
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/constitution_day/25-
great-lesson-plans-.html   
 
American Bar Association, Constitutional Rights, available at 
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/constitution_day/lesson
s/lessons_3.html   
 
Center for Education in Law and Democracy:  The Civic Canopy, What Would You Decide?  
Hate Speech in the United States  
http://www.lawanddemocracy.org/pdffiles/us.eu.speech.lesson2.pdf  
 
Orrin Johnson, First Amendment Free Speech 
https://www.law.washington.edu/clinics/streetlaw/lessons/freespeechoverview.doc  
 
Annenberg Classroom, Freedom of Speech:  Finding the Limits 
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/Files/Documents/LessonPlans/FreeSpeechLessonPlan.pdf   

http://study.com/academy/lesson/preventing-hate-crimes-creating-a-safe-school-environment.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/preventing-hate-crimes-creating-a-safe-school-environment.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-a-hate-crime-definition-statistics-examples.html
http://teachingcivics.org/?s=First+Amendment
http://www.acslaw.org/conclass#Curricula
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/constitution_day/25-great-lesson-plans-.html
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/constitution_day/25-great-lesson-plans-.html
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/constitution_day/lessons/lessons_3.html
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/constitution_day/lessons/lessons_3.html
http://www.lawanddemocracy.org/pdffiles/us.eu.speech.lesson2.pdf
https://www.law.washington.edu/clinics/streetlaw/lessons/freespeechoverview.doc
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/Files/Documents/LessonPlans/FreeSpeechLessonPlan.pdf
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Judging Criteria — Total points possible – 100 points 
Submission will be judged using the following criteria:   

• Organization – use of introduction, discussion, and conclusion (20 points) 
o Your essay should be well organized and include: 

 A clear introduction 
 A discussion portion with many supporting details 
 A clear conclusion 

   
• Position Analysis and Support (30 points)  

o Your essay must state your position, which must be: 
 Clearly stated 
 Logical 
 Well-focused 
 Supported by many details or examples  

 
• Impact of Your Position on Students (20 points)  

o Your essay must include a clear statement of the impact and many examples 
 

• Mechanics (15 points)  
o Your essay must contain few or no grammar, spelling, punctuation or 

capitalization errors, and include appropriate and varied word choice 
 

• Form (15 points)   
o Your essay must follow the requirements for format and length.  It must also 

include a bibliography  
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Timeline 
Online Registration Begins: November 17, 2017 

Registration Process 
• Visit  www.mncourthistory.org and click on the “Register Here” link 
• Complete all required fields.  Please include your first and last name  
• Click “Send” 

 
Essay Submission Deadline: February 20, 2018 
 Submission Process  

• Email your essay and bibliography/works cited page to 
director.mschs@gmail.com  

 
Prizes 
The MSCHS may award up to nine $500 scholarships.  Contest winners will be required to 
complete and sign a release form and, if the student is under the age of 18, that form must be 
countersigned by the student’s parent/guardian.  (Where the countersignature is required, the 
parent/guardian must also sign the parent/guardian release form at the bottom of the page.)  
Winners will be contacted and mailed the release form, which must be completed and returned 
within 10 working days.  (A sample of the release form appears at the end of this packet.) 
 
There is no entry fee for participating.  
 
  

http://www.mncourthistory.org/
mailto:director.mschs@gmail.com
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Essay Contest Checklist 

Deadlines:  

� Complete online registration at https://mncourthistory.wildapricot.org/Essay-Contest  
(and include both your first and last name) 

� Submit essay online NO LATER than February 20, 2018 

Essay Format: 

� Essay is written in English and free from spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors 

� Essay is typed in Arial or Times New Roman font, 12-point, and is double-spaced 

� Pages are formatted with 1” margins on all sides 

� Essay has title on first page at the top and centered 

� Essay contains writer’s first and last name and a page number on each page in the top 
right corner 

� Essay is 750 to 1,250 words and word count is noted at the end of the work before the 
bibliography (refer to the essay requirements about what words to count and how to 
obtain a word count) 

 
Bibliography: 

� Essay contains a bibliography or works-cited page on a separate page at the end 

� A MINIMUM of 4 works have been cited (see essay requirements for acceptable works) 
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Release Form:  
Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society (MSCHS) Mondale-Quie 
Essay Contest 

The release form must be fully completed and submitted by winners in order to receive an 
award.  Each winner will be notified and mailed the release, which must be returned to the 
Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society Education Committee within 10 working days. 
 
Student Release Form 
Name:   (please print first and last name)  

Street address:   

City: ____________________________ State: ____ Zip: ____________ County:   

Phone number:   E-mail:  

Note:  School information is not required for home-schooled students. 
School:   

 
 
I state as follows: 
1. I have read and accept the terms of the contest guidelines for the Minnesota Supreme Court 
Historical Society (MSCHS) Mondale-Quie Essay Contest (hereinafter the “Competition”). 
2. I warrant and represent that I personally created the essay that I submitted to the 
Competition.  I further warrant and represent that the essay I submitted has not been published 
before its submission to this Competition and that any reference material I have used has been 
properly cited and not plagiarized. 
3. I am a high school student in the 11th or 12th grade in Minnesota.   
4.  I am 18 years old or older, or, if I am younger than 18 years old, I have obtained the 
countersignature of my parent or legal guardian at the bottom of my release form. 
5. I hereby release, discharge and hold harmless the MSCHS and its successors, assigns, 
officers, employees, and agents associated with the Competition from and against any and all 
liability, loss, damage, expense, claims, settlements, or judgments of any kind whatsoever, 
including attorneys’ fees, whether in contract or in tort, arising directly or indirectly as a result of 
my participation in the Competition, and my acceptance and use of a prize awarded to me. 
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6. I consent to the use of my name, relevant biographical data and related pictures, portraits, 
photographs, voice or likeness, in any form of the essay entered by me in the Competition for 
editorial, advertising, promotional, and trade purposes in connection with the promotion by the 
MSCHS of this Competition and succeeding programs sponsored by the MSCHS.  I release the 
MSCHS from all liabilities arising out of distortion, optical illusions, or faulty mechanical 
reproductions of my likeness.  I acknowledge that I have no right to approve the advertising or 
promotional materials that include my likeness or the essay submitted by me to the Competition. 
 

 

Student’s Signature:  Date:   

Phone number:   

Parent’s or legal guardian’s countersignature (if student is under 18):    

  Please print name here:    
   

 
Parent or Guardian Release Form 
(To be completed by parent or guardian of a student under age 18.) 

I,______________________________________________, hereby represent and warrant that I 
am the parent or legal guardian of the identified student and that I accept the same legal 
obligations in connection with this Competition, including but not limited to, the use of the 
minor’s name, likeness and essay, and consent to the minor named herein accepting and 
receiving a prize.  I also hereby release, discharge and hold harmless the MSCHS, successors, 
assigns, officers, employees and agents associated with the Competition from and against any 
and all liability, loss, damage, expense, claims, settlements or judgments of any kind 
whatsoever, including attorney’s fees, whether in contract or in tort, which I or my heirs, 
executors or administrators may have arising directly or indirectly as a result of the minor’s 
participation in the Competition and acceptance and receipt of a prize. 
 

Name: (please print first and last name)  

Street address:   

City: ____________________________ State: ____ Zip: ____________ County:   

Phone number:   

Signature:  Date: _____________ 


	Parent or Guardian Release Form

